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The Rich History and Culture of the Middle East 

 This year the Burns Park Elementary School PTO Multicultural Committee, 
in collaboration with our music teacher, Cynthia Page-Bogen, chose to 
focus on the Middle East, specifically the countries of Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  We recognize that these countries are quite different in their 
social, cultural, religious and language customs; however, we believe they 
share a common bond as the countries our students are most likely to read 
about in a newspaper, see on television and/or hear their parents and other 
adults talk about.  When focusing on current events it is likely that our 
students will hear, see and read primarily negative portrayals and images of 
these countries.  Our purpose was to balance this by providing our students 
the opportunity to learn about this geographic regionÕs place in history and 
the many positive aspects of their cultures. 



The Rich History and Culture of the Middle East 

The goals of the multicultural committee were: 

1.  To teach our students about the diverse cultures of these four countries;  
with a focus on Òwhat is life like for children your age living in Iran, Iraq, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan?Ó 

2.  To teach students about the history of this region and its impact on 
European and (later) American culture; focus would be on conveying the 
history of these countries through storytelling and  Òwhat do we use or do in 
daily life that comes from these countries?Ó 

3.  To have students participate in a service learning project that directly 
impacts children in these countries.) 

4.  To provide students an opportunity to interact with children their own age 
who are from these countries through an email pen pal program. 

5.  To provide authentic Arabic music and art experiences for the students. 
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Intended Impact:  

 The multicultural committee hoped to spark interest in and deepen the 
studentÕs understanding of Arabic culture.  It was very important to the 
committee, as well as the staff of Burns Park, to convey the diversity of 
Arabic culture with particular emphasis on what daily life is like for children 
in these countries. In past years, our school has seen tremendous 
affirmation for students from the countries and cultures highlighted by the 
multicultural focus; additionally, this focus often provides a meaningful 
opportunity for their parents to participate in the classroom and in the school 
community.  

 Burns Park school parents and faculty lament the loss of individual country 
study at each grade level. The committee wanted to provide an educational 
experience that the students do not get in the regular curriculum. The 
multicultural committee also believes that a positive study of different 
countries and cultures better prepares our students for participation in a 
global economy. 



Date Event Grades 
Impacted 

February 18 Kick Off Assembly presented by UM CMENAS staff  All 

March 12 UMS Aswat concert  3.4 

Mid February - April Service project Ð collection of eyeglasses for the 
Lions to donate to children in the Middle East  

All 

February - March Study and creation of Middle Eastern inspired art 3,4,5 

March 18 Students encouraged to focus on Middle East in 
Special Interest Fair  

All 

March 25 Michael Ibrahim (local Arab music performer) in 
music classes  

3,4 

April 2 Belly Dancer Assembly  K,1,2 

April 8 Field trip to Arab American Museum  4 

April 9 Maple Elementary (Dearborn) student drum 
performance  

All 
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Schedule of events : 



The Rich History and Culture of the Middle East 

 How did this project benefit the school and students?   

 The students gained knowledge of the geography and the history of the 
Arab world and an appreciation of the ways in which it is different from the 
United States.  Students learned about the different musical system on 
which Arabic music is based (heterophony); ears and minds were opened to 
different instruments and different sounds beyond our Western music 
vocabulary.  The students loved the assemblies, especially the Maple 
Elementary student performance and the opportunity to study and create 
middle eastern inspired art.  

 Although the multicultural committee planned events that all of the students 
could participate in, the bulk of the activities were experienced by the third 
and fourth graders.  They were particularly open and receptive to all the 
experiences that we offered them.  This project encouraged student 
appreciation of diverse cultures; taught cultural sensitivity and encouraged 
inclusion among our own students.  Teachers felt that this experience was 
an Òeye openerÓ for the students 
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 Burns Park Elementary School would like to thank the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools Educational Foundation for their support.  With this grant we were 
able to fund the field trip to the UMS Aswat Concert (tickets & busses); 
Michael IbrahimÕs visit to our music classes and the drum performance by 
Maple Elementary students.   


